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Offices Switch to Smart Ware

ubicles which switch off lights as vou step

oul, smart access cards which can store

virtual money and help you buy Lood

[romm canteen, intellicent lifts, printers,
networks, computers and even doors and win-
devvs and air conditioners, welcome 1o the Gen-
next smart office.

The old paper and pen oflice is passe’. You don't
even nead 1o enter vour oflice. The oflice of 2008 is
virtual. All vou need s a laptop with a wi-hi, a
blackberry and a blustaoth device.

Apart [rom the virtual office, the conventional
brick and mortar office has also gone mtellizent.
Youcanswitchon the air conditioner of vour office
cabin, regulate its temperature and contral ather
olflice gadeets as soon as vou step in your car. All
vol need s a mobile phone or laptop with a web
oonnection.

ConneviGaia.com oflers such a solution for
about Bs 22 000 whene in you can control your of-
[ice. Anvbody logging on (o connectgaa.com can
measure, visualize, analyze, control and save elec-
tricity consumption anytime from anywhere in
the world.

The solution s important for corporates — from
covernment oflices Lo shopping malls and manu-
[acturing facilities. Manesar based Samon Elec-
tronics India, a manufacturer of printed circuil
boards has been able wo achieve enercy savings ol
9228k W h per annum with such a solution.

Anatherpossible [eature of a smart affice today
i= a smarl access card which stores vour car
parking dataitoken, canteen voucher, GPS lo-
cation, virtual moneyv which vou can easily
redesm at the near retall store or a restan-
rantat a nearby mall or buy movie tickets
[rom the same.

Any addinonal days worked oran in-
centive for a process can be stored in
the access card by the HR when it is
punched in the access svstem. The
money & [lled in as soon as it is
punched. Another smart feature s an miell-
cent lilt f elevator which positions itsell near o a
[loor in a skyscraper where it senses more entry
and exils al the |1.1|'I'|-.IL|I.1|'Iilm-nl a dav. Of course,
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Offices are set to
become smarter
and intelligent with
a hostof devices
that will transform
theworkplaceinto
a high-tech
environment
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already in vozue nmost offices.

Another smart [eaturein smart olfices is adesk-
top volce and video salution. For instance, Poly.
com prowvides Polycom Commumnicalor, a p rtable
and allordable personal speakerphone. The Poly-
oo Communicator features soltware integration
wilh Skype, Broadsolt's Broad Werks Communi-
cator), CounterPath eveBeam and X-Lite and Poly-
com PYVX applications 1o deliver a high definition
voioe quality, which indudes wideband audio ide-
vice supportsup1o22 kHz), echo cancellation, full-
duplex (bwo-wav) conversations and dvnamic
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,‘ ‘ﬂ An added

advantage for

customers from e-studio would
be to simplify resources.
workflows and maximise the
use of shared resources. The
A3 market is growing at 30%
per annum and we feel that it

will continue to grow in the
same way

S
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NALINI JOLLY
COUNTRY MANAGER, TOSHIBA INDIA

noise reduction.

The integration also allows users 1o launch the
soll phone or video application, as well as answer
and hang up calls and control call volume and
mule, directy [rom buttons on the Polycom Com-
municator device. This allows users Lo minimise
the disruption of answering a call while working
with other applicanons on their PC. The PDA-sizad
device Is small enough to Bl in a coat pocket Lor
easy porlability, [eatures a buili-in USE cable that
also powers the device, and includes a pair ol hich-
fidelity, 360-degree microphones that enable nau-
ral conversations with smmall eroups.

Another smart leature is an imegrated MFD
ivuhifunction devices) as those provided by HE
HP's new multilunction printer (MFP) lineup adds
o the HP LaserTet portfolio, which allers the in-
dustry's most complete set of options for both en-
terprise and small-1o mid-size business customers.
The HF Laserdetdd 1005 [or instance, is a personal
mono aser, multl flunction printer with printing,
copving and scanning functions. In todayv's busi-
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resolrces. “Toshiba has developed the lirst e-
bridge MFEP (Multi Functional Printer). Anadded
advantage [or customers [romm e-studio would he
to simplify resources, work{lows and maximise
the vse of shared resources. The A3 market is
arowing at 30 % per annum and we Teel that it will

Pocontinue o arow in the same way,” savs Nalini

Jolly, Country Manager, Toshiba India.

Another smart [eanre is intelligent operating
svstems like Windows Mobile 6.0 where in com-
plete Microsall Office are available on the move.
Here all features of Microsolt Oflice ncluding
Word, Excel, Powerpoint, Pocket MSN, Outlook,
nternet explorer and PDF viewers can be accessed
while o the move,

Escape routing and smart lighting systems are
also a must. Homevwell's Escape Routing Systems
comprises Fmergency Luminaires and Exit Signs,
which enables sale evacuation of a building dur-
ing emergencies like live, carthquake, ete. Emet-

ceney Luminaire 15 automatically switched on
when the normallighting svstem [ails and provides
sulflicient licht along an escape route. This is called
Salety Lichtime and is a hasic necessity inany hich
rise building and is standard-
ized by law across countries,
The exit signs indicate direc-
ticms along escape routes and
salely euide the occupants of
the building in the minimum
possible time. Thisis called way
ouidance system.
Large arcas in a building
where there 1 a probability
that several people will conere-
oateduring an emersency situ-
ation, or where several escape
roules lead o the noted areas,
must be illiuminated by ar Least
0.5 luxat floor level [or proper
visibility. Emergency Lighting
Svslems are most required n
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ness enviromment when one has 1o race against
time and make the most of the limited budget and
space M1005 is an ideal printer. Priced a1l Rs.
12999 1t comes with a 32 ME RAM andis a sood
alternative [or consumers who need voluminous
printing and copying.

The new line up of MFDs also consists of the HP
Universal Print Driver (UPD) virtuallv eliminates
the need [or I stall o manage mdividual print
drivers and makes printing easy [or users by pro-
viding one single driver and enesingle int erlace for
all networked HP printers. By delivering real-time
print job and print device information, HP UPD
empowers end users o resolve ssues themselves
and place lewer calls 1o the help desk.

Electronic notepad on deskiops are another
pood solutions. For instance, throush Microsofl's
One Note 2007 multiple people can work on and
se he same electronic note on their laptop screens
atthe same time - Collaborative note taking m the
new version of Onefote.

Unlike paper-based systems, word processing
programs, e-mail systems, or other productivity
programs, Office OneMote 2007 delivers the lexi-
bility to pather and oroanize text, pictures, digital
handwriting, audio and video recordings, and
more — all in one digital notebook on computer.
While [uture ollices may be paperless those whao
still want 1o use paper could opt for Xerox reusable
paper. Thisis ideal [or documents that have a shell
lile of just a few hours. The ink will disappear en-
abling the paper 1o be revsed!

Another leatures is Unilied Communications.
With Aicrosall's Unilied Communmications, youcan
[ind ou il people are “indowavailabled hosy ™ with -
ol having (o distuid them. Yoo can choose where
vol want vour calls 1o ring - vour desk phone or
vour mobile. One can also cancel or change a meet-
ing and awomatically notilv all atendees by < talk-
ing 1o Outlook (Exchange Server 200717

The smart oflice of woday is also green and in-
spires people o work init and companies like IBM,
HE Sun Microsvstems and Toshiba are innovating
to deliver on that.

Toshiba has also been mnovating and has come
oul with a printer solution for maximising shared
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essenial areas like the [ollow-
ing where non-mamtaimed lu-
minaries ol al least one hour
duration are to be installed for
instance, escalators, [ifls, toi-
lets, cenerator, control and
plant rooms, pedestrian routes
in coverad car parks.
[naddition, desktop virtoali-
sation like that provided by Cit-
rix and SOHO ollice solution
like that provided by T¥ogt can
make vour office cool. (Yoo
provides live computer suppor
[or home and small business
users globally for technologies
that we use everyday, iYooi's
live 2407 support extends 1o
multiple brands of computers,
soltware and peripherals. 1¥o-
oinel also ollers a Green PC
initiative [or the user.
According to Energy Star, a
joint program between the En-
vironmental Protection
Acency and the US Depart-
ment of Enerey, users can save
uplo 75 per deskiop PC an-
nually through power man-
agement. iYogi's Green PO ini-
tialive is a customized service
that increases the eneroy-efli-
ciency ol users’ compulers
slarting with three primary
undertakings: computer as-
sessment, analyzing setlings
and PC enerov use, customizad
elliciency plan, geared specili-
cally to the mdividual's usage
patterns and implementing
setling changes o maximize
the computer's energy use.
With such nifty tools [or the of-
fice, ooing toworkissetiobea
vervdiflerent experience.
HARSIMRAN SINGH
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